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Several ceramic sherds were uncovered in the excavation at Be’er Sheva‘, Mazliah Intersection,
mostly in Area B (Fig. 1). They include sherds of imported Phocaean, or Late Roman C bowls,
Haluza Ware vessels that originated from the nearby city of Elusa, a flanged-rim juglet, Gaza wine
jars and fragments of sandal lamps. These vessels date primarily to the middle Byzantine period
(450-550 CE) and are well represented at sites of the middle and late Byzantine period in southern
Israel.

Imported Bowls (Fig 1:1, 2).— The imported Phocaean Red Slipped ware bowls (Hayes’ Late Roman
C) were in common use throughout the eastern Mediterranean in the middle Byzantine period (Hayes
1972:324).

Haluza Ware (Fig. 1:4, 5).— The Haluza Ware include a plain-ware bowl with a horizontal, fluted
rim (Fig. 1:4) and a wine jar (Fig. 1:5). These wares are usually light in color, frequently with shades
of green or yellow. These vessels ware produced throughout the Byzantine period in the city of
Elusa (Haluza), less than twenty kilometers southwest of Be’er Sheva‘ (Bar-Oz et al. 2016). This
is evidenced by a pottery kiln found with a variety of vessels and wine jars at Haluza (Bucking
and Goldfus 2012), and it has been confirmed through petrographic analysis wine jars at the site.
Chemical analysis of Haluza Ware wasters revealed that they were produced from highly calcareous
clay (Fabian and Goren 2002; Holmgqvist and Martinén-Torres 2011:73, Group D).

Gaza Wine Jars (Fig. 1:6, 7).— The two rims belong to Gaza wine jars corresponding to Majcherek’s
Form 3. These were commercial wine containers used to export wine to Mediterranean ports, and
they have been discovered as far afield as Britain and Germany (Majcherek 1995:172). The Form 3
jar appears frequently in assemblages of the middle Byzantine period in Negev sites (Bar-Oz et al.
2016; Fuks et al. 2020:6).

Juglet (Fig. 1:3).— This small globular juglet with a horizontally flanged rim and flattened base is
a type found in the middle and late Byzantine-period sites in southern Israel, for example the ‘Third
Mile Estate’, Ashgelon (Israel and Erickson-Gini 2013: Fig. 36).



Sandal Lamps (Fig. 1:8, 9).— These two fragments—an inturned rim of a filler hole and a nuzzle—
belong to wheel-made lamps dubbed sandal lamps, a type commonly found at Byzantine sites in
southern Israel (Rosenthal and Sivan 1978:122). The rim (Fig. 1:8) corresponds to Rosenthal and

Sivan’s Variant B.
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Fig. 1. Pottery.
No. Vessel Locus Basket Description
1 Phocaean bowl 203 2003 Red 10R4/8
2 Phocaean bowl 212 2012 Red 10R5/6
3 Haluza Ware bowl 204 2021 Pale yellow 2.5Y8/3; fluted decoration on rim
4 Haluza Ware jar 204 2021 Very pale brown 10YR7/3
5 Gaza jar 204 2004 Reddish yellow SYR6/8
6 Gaza jar 204 2004 Reddish brown 5YR4/4
7 FBW juglet 103 1003 Yellowish red 5YRS5/6; occasional medium white inclusions;
pocked surface

8 Sandal lamp 204 2015/8 Rim; yellowish red 5YR5/6
9 Sandal lamp 204 2021/1 Nozzle; dark reddish brown 5YR3/4
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