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Giviatayim: A BUriaL CAVE FROM THE CHALCOLITHIC
AND THE EARLY BRONZE AGE IB

ISRAEL KORNFELD

A burial cave with Chalcolithic and Early Bronze Age IB finds was exposed on Ha-Meri St. in
Giv‘atayim during initial construction work (Fig. 1). It was hewn into the northern slope of a
kurkar hill, east of Nahal Ayyalon (map ref. NIG 182650/6643307, OIG 132650/164307). A
vertical shaft (0.8—1.0 m in diameter, 2.5 m deep) opened onto a central room (approximated
size: 2.5 x 3.5 m; Plan 1). The northern part of the cave was damaged and the cave could only
be partially excavated. A passage, blocked by collapsed rocks, led into an eastern, smaller room
(1.5 x 2.9 m).

An accumulation on the cave floor (Stratum III; L103-L105; 0.3 m thick) included two
fragments of rectangular, ‘house-like’ ossuaries (Fig. 3:1, 2); fragments of ceramic fenestrated
footed bowls (Fig. 3:3, 4) similar to those found in the Golan, but probably locally made; three
V-shaped bowls (Fig. 3:5-7); as well as ash and crushed bones. A unique and rare item, a coiled
gold wire (Fig. 7:2), was also ascribed to this stratum, dated to the Chalcolithic period. Several
of the vessels were pushed aside to make room for new vessels that were placed on the cave floor
during a later phase of use.

Above Stratum I11 was a layer of ash (Stratum II; 0.5 me thick) with burnt human bones (L101).
At the bottom of this layer were EB IB pottery vessels (L102; Fig. 2), scattered throughout the
cave. These included 20 intact vessels, several of which were found in situ, standing upright. The
EB IB pottery included a platter (Fig. 4:1), bowls (Fig. 4:2-5), jars (Fig. 4:6-8), amphoriskoi
(Fig. 4:9-13), a jug (Fig. 5:1), teapots (Fig. 5:2-5) and two bottles bearing a strong Egyptian
influence (Fig. 5:6, 7). Two basalt bowls (Fig. 6:1, 2) and a fragment of a bronze needle (?; Fig.
7:1) were also ascribed to the EB IB. Stratum II was coved by collapsed rocks, which in turn
were covered with alluvium mixed with stones (Stratum I).

Human bones were found scattered over the cave, and most of them could not be ascribed to
either of the two strata. Although the bones were burned and badly preserved, five adults were
identified: at least one male and one female aged 15-25, an individual aged 30—40, an individual
over 40 years of age and one whose age could not be determined. Several bones were found in
pottery vessels (e.g., jar from L103, B1016/1), an uncommon phenomenon in the coastal plain

during these early periods.
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The burial cave was hewn in the Chalcolithic period, when caves were first used for burial in
the Coastal Plain. It lay abandoned during the first part of the EBI, but was reused toward the
end of that period, along with other caves that were cut into the kurkar ridge, eight of which have

been excavated c. 130 to its northeast.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Plan 1. The burial cave, plan and section.

Fig. 1. The burial cave after being exposed during preparations for construction, looking south.
Fig. 2. Finds scattered in the cave (L102), looking southwest.

Fig. 3. Chalcolithic pottery.

Fig. 4. A platter, bowls, jars and amphoriskoi from the Early Bronze Age IB.

Fig. 5. A jug, teapots and bottles from the Early Bronze Age IB.

Fig. 6. Early Bronze Age IB basalt bowls (L103; 1 — B1021; 2 — B1022).

Fig. 7. Metal objects.



