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TEeL HADID: A BUILDING FROM THE IRON AGE AND THE EARLY PERSIAN PERIOD

HacGIT ToRGE

In January 2008, an excavation was conducted on the southern fringes of Tel Hadid (el-Haditha), along the
planned route for an underground cable. Tel Hadid lies on an isolated hill (147 m asl) at the northern edge of the
Shephelah (Fig. 1), on a crossroads between the main roads from Lod to Samaria and to Jerusalem. This location,
as well as the readily accessible high water table and the fertile soil in the neighboring valleys contributed to the
settlement’s prosperity. Previous surveys and excavations at the site uncovered extensive remains form the Iron
Age town the Byzantine period. Tel Hadid is identified with the ancient city of Hadid, which is mentioned in the
Bible, in 1 Maccabees, in the writings of Josephus, in the Mishnah, and in Eusebius’ Onomasticon. During the
seventh—eighth centuries BCE, Tel Hadid and the surrounding region belonged to the northern Kingdom of Israel,
until it was destroyed by Assyria.

The excavation was conducted in a row of eight half-squares (1-6, 8, 10; Plan 1) on a northwest—southeast
alignment. Squares 1 and 2 yielded layers of tamped earth mixed with chalk (L104, L106), possibly floors. An
extremely large quantity of potsherds recovered from these squares consisted of mixed finds from Iron Age II and
the Persian period. These included a container that was probably used for cosmetics (Fig 7:2) and the head of a
figurine (Fig. 7:3). In Squares 5, 6, 8 and 10 the bedrock was high, and only a few potsherds from the tenth—ninth
centuries BCE were found above it (e.g., Fig. 6:17). Initial probes in Square 8 recovered fragments of a tabun
and a layer of ash (L116) beside it.

Square 4 yielded part of a building (Plan 2; Fig. 2), consisting of three units (1-3) and possibly a fourth one (4).
The walls were built of boulders placed directly on the bedrock, some of which were slightly smoothed; in places
where the rock was higher, it was incorporated in the walls. The floors were made of tamped earth mixed with
a little chalk. A partition wall (W8) in Unit 1 was built of a row of small stones. In the northwest corner of the
square, two adjacent flat stones with a height difference of 8 cm may have been part of a staircase. Two phases are
apparent in Units 2 and 3: in the first phase, the rock was smoothed and used as a floor (L117, L125), and in the
second phase a layer of tamped earth (L110, L121) was laid over the rock. The potsherds found on the rock floor
(L117) date from the ninth—eighth centuries BCE (Fig. 3:1-3, 6, 7, 10-12). Most of those found on the earthen
floor (L110) date from Iron Age II (Fig. 3:15, 17, 21-23, 25, 27, 28); one fragment dates from the Persian period
(Fig. 3:13). Iron Age potsherds (Fig. 3:4, 5, 8, 9, 19, 20, 24, 26) were also recovered from fills above the earthen
floors in these units. On the surface above Unit 1, the handle of a /mlk jar was found (Fig. 3:29). The building’s
function cannot be accurately determined due to its poor state of preservation. The latest potsherds found beneath
the floors date to the eighth century BCE. The potsherds discovered above the floors attest to a very prolonged

period of use that lasted up to the Persian period.
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The pottery finds from the site were studied as one assemblage (Figs. 3—7). However, the vessels found inside
the building in Square 4 are presented in a separate table (Fig. 3). The assemblage shows that although the
settlement at Tel Hadid lay within the territory of the Kingdom of Israel, the pottery was not typically ‘Israelite’
in character, as parallels for many of the vessels have only been found at sites belonging to the Kingdom of
Judah. A similar situation has been found at Gezer, to the south of Tel Hadid. It too lies within the territory of the
Kingdom of Israel, but its ceramic assemblage displays ‘Judean’ features. This phenomenon was probably the
result of the extensive trade links between these settlements and the Kingdom of Judah. This is hardly surprising,
as both sites lay on the main trading route to Jerusalem and benefited from their geographical proximity to the

Kingdom of Judah.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map.

Plan 1. Excavation areas, plan.

Plan 2. Square 4, plan.

Fig. 2. The building in Square 4, looking southwest.

Fig. 3. Pottery from the building.

Fig. 4. Pottery: Bowls.

Fig. 5. Pottery: Kraters and cooking pots.

Fig. 6. Pottery: Pithoi, jars, holemouth jars, stands, chalices, jugs, a flask and a juglet.
Fig. 7. Pottery finds: Oil lamp, container and figurine.



