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HorBAT ‘EMED: A BUILDING FROM THE LATE BYZANTINE PERIOD

HAGIT TAHAN-ROSEN AND MOSHE HARTAL

In March 2006, a salvage excavation was conducted at Horbat ‘Emed in the western Galilee, between
the streambeds of Nahal Keziv and Nahal Sha‘al (map ref. 7714/2131; Fig. 1). The excavation (25 sq
m) uncovered the southern part of a large building from the Byzantine period (Plan 1; Fig. 2): a central,
elongated courtyard (L102) and two rooms to its east (fill in both—L104; floor in northern room—L106).
Its walls (W10-W13; Figs. 5, 7-9) were dry-built of ashlars set as headers and stretchers; the lower, extant
courses were built of dolomite blocks, whereas the upper courses were probably built of nari blocks, as
evident from collapsed building blocks found in the courtyard (L103). A wide entrance, comprising well-
built doorjambs and two threshold stones that accommodated a double-winged door, set in the building’s
southern wall (W12; Figs. 3, 4) was probably the main entrance to the building. It led into the courtyard,
which was partially paved. An installation (L108: Fig. 6) was found in its southwestern corner. One
entrance, probably leading to a western room, was identified in the western wall of the courtyard (W11),
and three entrances—one beyond the excavated area—were identified in its eastern wall (W10). The two
southern entrances set in this wall led into two rooms to the east of the courtyard, separated by a partition
wall (W13; Fig. 13). These entrances had well-built doorjambs with a hole to accommodate a bolt, but the
thresholds were only roughly cut (Figs. 10-12).

The finds (Figs. 14-16; see Bijovsky 2021; Gorin-Rosen 2021 [Hebrew]) suggest that the building was
in use for only a short period of time in the late Byzantine period (second half of the sixth — early seventh
centuries CE). Probes below the floors in the courtyard and the northern room revealed natural sediments
with a few finds, indicating that no earlier stratum lies under the building, although some type of activity

took place at the site during the Roman period.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map.

Plan 1. The building, plan and sections.

Fig. 2. The building, looking south.

Fig. 3. The entrance threshold in W12, looking east.

Fig. 4. The western doorjamb and the western part of the threshold in W12, with an in situ stone pivot,
looking south.

Fig. 5. The courtyard, looking north.

Fig. 6. Installation 108, looking west.



Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.

DI ADIPhN oWn M1an 7Y NN

7. Wall 10 and its continuation beyond the excavation area, looking east.
8. The courtyard and W10, looking northeast.
9. Niche in the northern part of W10, looking east.

10. The two southern doorways in W10, looking west.

11. Bolt hole in the southern doorjamb of the southern doorway in W10, looking southwest.

12. Bolt hole in the northern doorjamb of the central doorway in W10, looking north.
13. The eastern rooms, looking south.
14. Pottery: bowls.

15. Pottery: kraters, casseroles and cooking pots.

Fig. 15. Pottery: jars, amphorae and lamps.
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