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HorBAT MEsAR: A ROMAN AND BYZANTINE-PERIOD BATHHOUSE

MURAD ANTON TABAR AND PETER GENDELMAN

Excavations at Horbat Mesar on the eastern fringes of Mesar village (map ref. MIG 20430—
40/70555-70, OIG 15430-40/20555-70; Fig. 1) revealed part of a bathhouse caldarium (Sq
2; Plans 1, 2; Figs. 2-8). The remains include a well-built wall (W4, W31), apparently the
northern wall of the bathhouse, with an apse (W3). The apse was buttressed to its north with an
additional wall (W2) that was flanked by two walls leading north (W1, W9). Along W9 ran a
drainage channel (L1031). To the west of W1 was a service room (F5) with a bench (W12), but
it is unclear if it was constructed with W1. The ceramic finds from a probe excavated along W31
(L1035) — dated to the Persian—Hellenistic period (Fig. 11:1) and the early Roman period (Fig.
11:2, 3) — suggest that the bathhouse was constructed in the Early Roman period (the first half
of the second century CE or shortly thereafter; Stratum III).

During the Late Roman period (Figs. 12—14) the bathhouse underwent structural alterations
(Stratum II; see Plan 2): The apse was blocked (W11) and filled with dirt (L1007); a bath, heated
by tubuli (W30) that led up from the hypocaust was constructed to the south of W11; and W31
was either repaired or extended to the west (W12). It seems that a stone-paved floor (F3) was
laid at this stage as well. The bathhouse fell into disuse at the end of the Byzantine period (the
seventh or early eighth century CE; Stratum I; Figs. 15, 16). The structure was filled with dirt,
and the place was used as a refuse pit (L1032; Fig. 9). The bathhouse may have been part of a
military camp used by the Roman legion that guarded the Caesarea—Legio road, or belong to a
veterans’ colony.

Three additional squares were excavated. In Sq 1, two rooms were partially exposed (Plans
1, 3; Fig. 10); they are ascribed to the Late Roman period. The excavation in Sq 4 revealed
two phases, both from the Byzantine period (Plans 1, 4): a wall (W4) covered by a refuse pit
(L1004). No finds were discovered in Sq 3.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map.

Plan 1. General plan.

Plan 2. The bathhouse (Strata I1I-1): plan and sections.
Fig. 2. The bathhouse, looking west.

Fig. 3. The apse wall (W3), looking north.
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Fig. 4. The bathhouse, looking east.

Fig. 5. Water Channel 1031, looking east.

Fig. 6. The apse, looking southwest; to the right — W31 repaired with tiles.
Fig. 7. Inside the apse, looking south; to the right — W31 repaired with tiles.
Fig. 8. Ceramic tiles attached to W4, looking south.

Fig. 9. Refuse Pit 1032, looking north.

Plan 3. Square 1.

Fig. 10. Square 1, looking west.

Plan 4. Square 4.

Fig. 11. Pottery from Probe 1035 (Stratum III): the Persian—Hellenistic periods (1); the Early
Roman period (2, 3).

Fig. 12. Pottery from the Late Roman period.

Fig. 13. Pottery from the Late Roman period.

Fig. 14. Oil lamps from the Late Roman period (not to scale).

Fig. 15. Pottery from the Byzantine period.

Fig. 16. Oil lamps from the Byzantine period (not to scale).



