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JERUSALEM, MONBAZ STREET: ENGRAVED MARBLE AND STONE FRAGMENTS

Lixr HABAS

The excavation along Monbaz Street (see Sion and Rapuano 2018) yielded five fragments of engraved
stone slabs: one made of marble; two, which belong to one limestone slab; and two made of mizzi ahmar
stone. Although only the marble slab was found in sifu, it seems that all four slabs come from either a

secular public building or a Byzantine church or monastery from the late Byzantine and Umayyad periods.

Marble Slab (L549, B1157; Fig. 1).— This is a corner fragment; the obverse was smoothed and engraved
with a trapeze frame, whereas the reverse was only roughly hewn. It seems to have been an inlay in a
marble furniture (note the cutting line for the inlay near the righthand end in Fig. 1:b) that was part of a

staircase banister, apparently in an ambo from the late sixth and seventh centuries CE.

Limestone Slab (L511, B1019; Fig. 2).— Two fragments seem to comprise the upper right corner of a
slab, which is an imitation of imported marble slabs that were used in staircase banisters and chancel
screens in churches. The engraved obverse bears a double frame enclosing what appears to be a schematic
medallion or an interlace made of circles, but the reverse was only roughly hewn. The slab probably

served as a floor tile in the late sixth and seventh centuries CE.

Mizzi Ahmar Slabs (L588, B1168; Figs. 3, 4).— The slab in Fig. 3 has a roughly hewn reverse and an
obverse bearing a high relief depicting marine life—the tail, the back part of the body and a fin belonging
to a fish, alongside an elongated mollusk—against a background of geometric or floral interlaces. Marine
creatures are not a common motif in engraved reliefs, but it is well known in mosaic floors from the
Roman and Byzantine periods.

The slab in Fig. 4 has a roughly hewn reverse and an obverse engraved with a Interlace made of circles
crisscrossing one another. Parallel patterns have been found on Church chancel screens found in Israel,
but the rough hewing of the reverse indicates that it could not have been used in a banister or a screen, but

rather served as a floor or wall tile.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Marble slab: (a) obverse and section; (b) side view.
Fig. 2. Limestone slab: (a) obverse and sections; (b) reverse.
Fig. 3. Mizzi ahmar slab bearing a marine-motif relief: (a) obverse and section; (b) reverse;

(c) reconstruction of the relief.
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Fig. 4. Mizzi ahmar slab bearing a marine-motif relief: (a) obverse and section; (b) reconstruction of the

relief; (c) reconstruction of the interlace.
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