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PoTTERY, FRIT AND STEATITE FINDS FROM RAMLA, TRAIN STATION

PERTZ REUVEN

The excavation undertaken prior to the construction of a new platform at the Ramla railroad station yielded
a rich assemblage of pottery, frit and steatite finds. Most of these finds are presented here according to
the stratum of the loci they were found in, and when possible—according to the building phase within
the stratum, as defined by the excavator; while the excavation areas are mentioned, they did not serve as
a criterion for presenting the finds. Fig. 1 presents vessels from the early phase of Stratum III: Phase Illc
in Area B, Phase IIld in Area D1 and Phase IIIb in Areas D2 and E. Vessels 1-18 in Fig. 2 come from
Stratum III; they were not ascribed to any particular phase either because they are from area C, where no
phases were identified within Stratum III, or because they are from loci that could not be ascribed with
certainty to any specific phase. Vessel 19 in Fig. 2 was found in topsoil but seems to belong to the period
of Stratum III—the Early Islamic period. The pottery in Fig. 3 comes from the middle phases of Stratum
III: Phase IIIb in Area B and Phases Illc and I1Ib in Area D1. Figs. 4 and 5 present vessels from the latest
phase of Stratum III: Phase Illa in Areas B, D1, D2 and E. The pottery in Fig. 6 comes from the early
phase of Stratum II: Phase IIb in Areas A and C. Figs. 7 and 8 present pottery vessels from Stratum II in
Areas B and D, where no separate building phases were identified. The pottery vessels in Fig. 9:1-5 are
from the late phase in Stratum II: Phase Ila in Area C. Item 6 in Fig. 9, possibly a lid, was found while
dismantling a wall ascribed to the Ottoman period.

The assemblage includes both simple and decorated vessels. The simple wares include vessels for
serving, cooking and storing. The decorated vessels are serving ware—bowls and jugs—exhibiting a
variety of ornamentation techniques, such as plastic decorations, molds, splash glaze and shining glaze.
These vessels seem to include imported items, such as the Celedon bowl (Fig. 1:6) and the bowl with
white tin glaze (Fig. 1:7). The assemblage is largely typical of a dwelling. However, a short rod (Fig. 5:13)
and a tripod-like item (Fig. 6:12), which were used as props or spacers in a kiln for glazed pottery, point
to a nearby pottery workshop.

The ceramic finds allow us to date Stratum III to the Abbasid period—from the late eighth century to
the late tenth or early eleventh century CE. Most of the vessel types uncovered in this stratum could be
found in all of its phases, while a few were found in only one of this stratum’s phases. Several vessels are
unique to the early phase, dated to the end of the eighth — beginning of the ninth centuries CE: the bowl
in Fig. 1:1, the jugs in Figs. 1:23 and 2:5 and the lid in Fig. 1:24. The middle phases of this stratum, dated
to the ninth century CE, included a new type of a glazed bowl (Fig. 3:1). The latest phase of this stratum,
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which is dated to the second half of the ninth century through the tenth century or even the beginning of
the eleventh century CE, saw the appearance of two new vessel types: a splash-glazed bowl (Fig. 4:3, 4)
and a bowl with shining glaze (Fig. 4:6).

An examination of the finds from the various phases of Stratum II indicates that no vessel type is unique
to any of the phases within this Mamluk-period stratum, suggesting that the same types were used in both
the earlier and the later parts of this period. The Ottoman-period finds are meager, suggesting, as do the
numismatic finds from the excavation, that this part of the town ceased to be inhabited shortly after the

end of the Mamluk period.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Pottery (1-26) and stone (27) vessels from the early phase of Stratum III.

Fig. 2. Pottery (1-17) and stone (18) vessels from Stratum III; jar from topsoil (19).
Fig. 3. Pottery from the middle phases of Stratum III.

Fig. 4. Pottery from the latest phase of Stratum III.

Fig. 5. Pottery (1-13) and stone (14—16) vessels from the latest phase of Stratum III.
Fig. 6. Pottery from the early phase of Stratum II.

Fig. 7. Pottery from Stratum II.

Fig. 8. Pottery from Stratum II.

Fig. 9. Pottery from the late phase of Stratum II (1-5) and from Stratum I (6).
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