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Jerusalem, The Old Sity: The Coins

Kate Raphael and Robert Kool

Sixty-three coins of the eighty coins found during the excavation at 7 Shone Halakhot Street in the 

Old City of Jerusalem were identified. The remaining twenty coins were badly worn and could not be 

identified. All the coins are bronze, unless otherwise noted in the catalogue. Although including coins 

from the Hellenistic, Roman and Byzantine periods (see catalogue; Fig. 1), the article will focus on the 

two groups of Islamic-period coins: the Ayyubid and Mamluk fulus (copper coins). 

Fig. 1. 
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Ayyubid Fulus

After the battle of Hattin (1187 CE), Jerusalem became fully integrated into the circulation zone of 

Damascus petty coinage. Archaeological evidence indicates that the influx of Damascene coppers into 

the region began already in the mid-twelfth century CE, when it was still the territory of the kingdom of 

Jerusalem. These coins may have even circulated as media of payment by the inhabitants of the kingdom 

before 1187 CE (Kool 2013:197–198). There is no doubt that these coins, like the one minted by Nur al-

Din (1146–1174 CE; Nos. 16, 17) maintained their value and remained in circulation long after his death 

in the first half of the thirteenth century CE (Heidemann 2009:283–284). 

Ayyubid fulus, representing petty money, were used largely for small, daily, domestic purchases. The 

12 Ayyubid coppers comprise only 8% of the identified coins. They differ considerably from the later, 

much more abundant, Mamluk issues: they are substantially heavier than the Mamluk coppers—Damascene 

coppers weigh between 4.0 and 5.7 grams (Balog 1980:41), almost 2 grams more than the Mamluk coppers; 

and they are more carefully minted, round and symmetrical coins, unlike the Mamluk fulus, which were of 

poorer quality, often made of carelessly clipped sheets of metal with off-flan inscriptions (Schultz 2013). 

Mamluk Fulus 

Only thirty-five Mamluk coins could be fully identified (55.5% of the identified assemblage). Their shapes 

are irregular, and inscriptions are seldom legible. Twenty-five of them weigh well below 2.5 grams.

In general, copper coins from the first three Mamluk decades are rather scarce. None were found in the 

early Mamluk layers of the excavation. This is also the case in large Mamluk coin assemblages found in 

other excavations in Jerusalem. The earliest four coppers, from 1310 CE, were minted during the third reign 

of al-Nasir Muhammad (1310–1341 CE); four date from the 1340s; ten date from the second half of the 

fourteenth century CE and were minted during the reign of Sha‘aban II (1363–1377 CE), the second reign 

of Hajji II (1389–1390 CE) and that of Faraj (1399–1405 CE; 1406–1412 CE). The remaining eleven coins 

date roughly from the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries CE. A similar pattern can be observed among the 

late fourteenth-century Mamluk fulus found at the excavations in Safed (Kool and Berman, forthcoming).

Unlike the Ayyubid coppers, Mamluk fulus were used for both large and small purchases. Although 

copper fulus were well integrated into the monetary circulation as early as the reign of the Ayyubid 

sultan al-Kamil Muhammad (1218–1238 CE), their value during the Mamluk period increased in the 

markets throughout the Levant (Shultz 1995:53–57). From the mid-fourteenth century to the turn of the 

fifteenth century CE, their circulation multiplied (Schultz 1998:127–148), but their weight and value 

often fluctuated. By the end of the fourteenth century CE, 24 fulus were worth one silver dirham (Schultz 

1995:165, 202, 230–231). 
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Notes

1	 The IAA Coin Data-base currently includes some 250 coins of identified thirteenth century Mamluk rulers. The majority 
of these consist of fulus of Baybars (1260–1277). 
2	 See, for example, the Mamluk coin assemblage from the excavations at the Western Wall Plaza in Jerusalem (2005–
2009), which will be published in the future by Robert Kool. 
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