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TIRAT KARMEL: TWO BURIAL CAVES FROM THE ROMAN—BYZANTINE PERIODS

‘ABED A-SALAM SA‘ID

In July 2016, a salvage excavation was conducted in two rock-cut burial caves (A, B), 60 m apart, to
the east of Tirat Karmel (map ref. 198529-555/740608-626; Fig. 1). The burial caves were hewn on the
southern bank of Nahal Gallim, near the ancient site of Tirat Karmel, and were most probably part of
the cemetery of this settlement during the Late Roman and Byzantine periods. Both caves were looted,
apparently during the Early Islamic and Mamluk periods, and they were reused during the Ottoman period.

Burial Cave A (Plan 1) comprised a wide entrance corridor (L100; Fig. 2) which led to an arched,
rectangular opening, from which two steps descended into a rectangular chamber (L104). Three arcosolia
(L101-L103; Figs. 3, 4) were hewn in the chamber’s walls; they each had a rectangular burial trough with
a headrest. A broken stone slab, most probably part of the cave’s sealing stone, was found in Trough 103
(Fig. 5). The ceramic assemblage (Fig. 6) is dated to the Late Roman (second-third centuries CE) and the
Byzantine periods, as well as the Early Islamic (sixth—eighth centuries CE), Mamluk and Ottoman periods.
The cave also yielded one glass bottle from the third or early forth century CE and several glass vessels
from the fourth or the beginning of the fifth century CE (see Gorin-Rosen 2021), as well as several badly
preserved fragments of human and animal bones and modern refuse. The cave’s plan and finds date its use
for burial to the end of the Roman and the Byzantine periods. They also indicate that it was looted during
the Early Islamic—-mamluk periods and was temporarily reused in the Ottoman period and in modern times.

Burial Cave B (Plan 2) exhibited high-quality workmanship. It was probably damaged by mechanical
equipment prior to the excavation, as it was found with its northern part, where the opening was set,
and part of its ceiling missing. The opening led into a standing pit (L211; Fig. 7) in the burial chamber.
The benches surrounding the standing pit opened onto three arcosolia, which together comprised seven
burial troughs (Figs. 8—11). Headrests were carved both in the troughs and in the narrow passages
separating them. The finds in the cave include pottery from the Late Roman (third—fourth centuries CE),
the Byzantine (fourth—seventh centuries CE), the Umayyad or early Abbasid (seventh—eighth centuries)
and the Ottoman periods (Fig. 12); numerous fragments of glass vessels from the Late Roman period (see
Gorin-Rosen 2021); and metal items (Fig. 13). Also found in the cave were the skeletal remains of at least
nine individuals, including children and adults of both sexes; these indicate that the cave was used as a
family burial cave. Although the cave was looted in the past, most likely during the Early Islamic period,
the metal and glass finds that remained in the cave attest to the rich assemblage of objects it contained
prior to the looting. The pottery and glass finds date its use for burial to the Late Roman and Byzantine

periods (third—sixth centuries CE) and point to its temporary reuse during the Ottoman period.
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CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map.

Plan 1. Cave A, plan and sections.

Fig. 2. Cave A, entrance corridor (L100), looking southwest.

Fig. 3. Cave A, opening and burial chamber (L104), looking northeast.
Fig. 4. Cave A, Arcosolium 102, looking south.

Fig. 5. Cave A, stone slab (sealing stone?) in Trough 103, looking northwest.
Fig. 6. Cave A, pottery.

Plan 2. Cave B, plan and sections.

Fig. 7. Cave B, looking south.

Fig. 8. Cave B, eastern arcosolium, looking east.

Fig. 9. Cave B, western arcosolium, looking west.

Fig. 10. Cave B, southern arcosolium, looking south.

Fig. 11. Cave B, southern arcosolium, looking north.

Fig. 12. Cave B, pottery.

Fig. 13. Cave B, metal items.
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