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KHIRBAT YAMMA (YAHAM): REMAINS OF A SETTLEMENT FROM THE MAMLUK AND
OTTOMAN PERIODS

DURAR MASARWA

Khirbat Yamma (Yaham; central map ref. 20330/69735; Fig. 1) is located on a hill in the northeast part
of Kafr Yamma in the eastern Sharon plain, south of Nahal Haviva, a tributary of Nahal Hadera. Khirbat
Yamma is one of the major archaeological sites in the northern Sharon. Kafr Yamma is generally identified
as Yaham, which is referred to in Egyptian accounts of the campaigns of Thutmose 111 and Shishak. In the
Mamluk and Ottoman periods, the site was part of a sizable group of settlements in the northern Sharon
plain, such as Tel Jatt, which like Khirbat Yamma ley beside the main artery in the road network linking
Cairo with Damascus. Previous excavations at the site uncovered remains from Pre-Pottery Neolithic B,
Middle Bronze Age IIA, the Iron Age, and the Persian, Early Roman, Byzantine, Mamluk and Ottoman
periods.

The excavation reached a depth 0f 2.25 m in several places, before reaching the bedrock. Five excavation
squares exposed architectural remains attributed to three strata (I-111; Plan 1; Appendix 1): Stratum III—
scant remains of unclear date; Stratum II—remains of buildings with two construction phases (Ila, 1Ib)
from the Mamluk and the Early Ottoman periods; and Stratum [—part of a late Ottoman-period building.
Evidence of earlier occupation at the site was also uncovered, including the base of a stone pillar (Fig.
2) and a few potsherds from the Early and Middle Bronze Ages and the Umayyad and Abbasid periods.

A wall stump (W146, Sq A2) discovered at the bottom of a Stratum Il installation was attributed to
Stratum III. A small section of a layer of crushed chalk (floor? L140; Fig. 11) found in a probe (Sq Al;
Fig. 3) beneath a Stratum Ila floor should probably be attributed to this stratum as well, although its date
is unclear. An earth fill (L141) and collapsed fieldstones (L142) were found beneath this stratum. Two
additional probes unearthed traces of thin layers of crushed chalk of indeterminate date that could not
be associated with any architectural remains (L311-L314, Sq C1 [Figs. 4, 5]; L212, L214, L215, Sq B1
[Figs. 7-10]).

Most of the architectural remains found in the excavation were attributed to Stratum II. These included
walls and floors enabling the reconstruction of several architectural units with evidence of two construction
phases dating from the fourteenth—sixteenth centuries CE. Remains of the earliest phase (Stratum Ila)
were exposed mainly in the western part of the excavation (Sqs A1-C1): The northeast part of a room
(L308; Fig. 6); a corridor with a roughly east—west axis (L309; Figs. 6, 7); and an elongated, north—south
space, which may have been divided into two rooms (L211 in the south and L139 in the north; Figs.
7—-12). Above Floor 211 was an accumulation of soil (L207, L210; Fig. 16) containing a large quantity of
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ash, which accumulated in a depression, indicating that this had probably been a courtyard where some
activity requiring fire, such as cooking, had taken place. Another unit probably extended northwest of this
structure, although only a small section was excavated (W126). Squares A2 and A3 yielded further finds
that can be attributed to this phase: a crushed-chalk floor (L129; Fig. 13); a plastered installation (L130;
Figs. 14, 26) with an abutting plaster floor (L136; Fig. 14); and two walls founded on the bedrock (W143,
W137; Fig. 15).

In the second phase of Stratum II (Stratum IIb), new walls were built on a higher level (e.g., W202; Fig.
19), new floors were laid (e.g., L209; Fig. 20) and a number of installations were set (e.g., L128; Fig. 23)
in the structure in the western part of the excavation. A tabun (L208; Figs. 16—18) was installed on one
of these new floors (L206). To its north, two plastered basins (L127; Figs. 21, 22) were set into a floor
made up of several layers of plaster, indicating that it was renewed many times. In the eastern part of the
excavation, two rooms (L120/L117, L125; Figs. 24-28) were attributed to this phase.

A structure built in Stratum I (late Ottoman period) covered only the north part of the area (Sqs A1-3);
the remains were badly damaged due to their proximity to the surface. Parts of three rooms (L106, L118,
L131; Figs. 26-28) were exposed.

According to Stern 2017, the pottery indicates that Stratum II—the main occupation layer uncovered
in the excavation—dates from the Mamluk and early Ottoman periods. The settlement was probably
established in the fourteenth century CE and ceased to be occupied in the sixteenth century CE. The
building remains of Stratum I seem to date from the late Ottoman period (Stratum I), as indicated by the
small quantity of Gaza vessels found (Stern 2017). The excavation yielded also metal artifacts (Fig. 29)
belonging to these two main occupation periods, as well as two coins, one dated 1174 CE and the other

1341 CE.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map.

Fig. 2. Pillar base (B1020, L106).

Plan 1. Plan and sections.

Fig. 3. Probe in Square A1, looking east.

Fig. 4. Probe in Square C1, looking south.

Fig. 5. Probe in Square C1, looking north.

Fig. 6. Corridor 309 flanked by Rooms 308 and 211, looking north.
Fig. 7. Room 211 and Corridor 309, looking south.

Fig. 8. Room 211 and demarcating walls, looking south.

Fig. 9. Floor 211 and underlying fills, looking east.
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Floor 211, looking east.

Floors 139 and 127, looking west.

Walls 107 and 126, looking northwest.
Floor 129, looking north.

Floor 136 and Installation 130, looking east.
Floor 138, looking south.

Floor 206 and Tabun 208, looking north.
Floor 206 and Tabun 208, looking south.
Floor 206 and Tabun 208, looking west.
Walls 201 and 202, looking east.

Space (Room?) 209, looking south.

Room 127, looking northeast.

The basins in Room 127, looking west.
Installation 128, looking east.

Room 117/120, looking west.

Room 117/120, looking east.

Installation 136 and Walls 103 and 114, looking north.
Wall 104 and adjacent rooms, looking west.
Walls 105 and 108, looking south.

Metal artifacts.



