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DimonA MounTaINs: FIvE MIDDLE BRoNZE AGE | SITES

NIR-SHIMSHON PARAN AND EMIL ALADIEM

In a salvage excavation conducted in 2005 north of Dimona, on two southern spurs of the
Dimona Mountains, descending from 623 m asl and overlooking Nahal Dimnona, five Middle
Bronze Age I sites were explored (central map ref. NIG 203950/554650, OIG 153950/054650;
Figs. 1, 2). The sites are spread over an area of 100 x 140 m. They comprise three animal pens
(Sites 1, 3, 4), three structures (Sites 2, 3, 5) and a cairn (Site 5). No stratigraphic association
could be established between the sites, but the pottery and flint found in four of the sites (1-3, 5)
dates from MB 1. All the architectural remains belong to a single phase of occupation. The walls,
built of fieldstones and surviving mostly one course high, could be discerned on the surface prior
to the excavation, and the floors were reached at a depth of 0.1-0.3 m.

Site 1 (Plan 1; Figs. 3—5) comprises an elliptical pen (L118), three rounded side rooms (L106,
L110, L112) and an additional enclosure along its southern perimeter (L104, L115), which was
partitioned by a wall (W4). Within the compound (L101, 105, L107, L119) and in two of the
accompanying unites (L104, L106) there were concentrations of flint items (Fig. 6); no flint
was found in Rooms 110 and 112. Site 2 is an elliptical structure (L201; Plan 2). Site 3 (Plan 3)
comprises a semicircular enclosure built against a natural bedrock terrace (L301), an elliptical
structure (L303) and a twisting wall (W42), probably a retaining wall. Within Enclosure 301 and
Structure 303 and in a probe between W41 and W42 were concentrations of flint items (Fig. 7).
Site 4 contains the remains of a round pen (L401). Site 5 comprises an elliptical structure (L501;
Plan 4; Fig. 8) and a cairn with a rectangular burial cell in its center (L502; Fig. 9).

The flint assemblage comes primarily from Sites 1 and 3. The industry is distinctly a flake
industry (Table 1); no blade cores were found and all the blades resulted from flake production.
The assemblage is characterized by a low level of standardization, a dearth of CTE and a large

variety of core types (Fig. 11; Table 2). The tools (Table 3) are typical of MBI in the south
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of Israel and represents a household assemblage. They include side scrapers (Fig. 12:1-4),
perforators (Fig. 12:5-7), borers (Fig. 12:8) notches (Fig. 12:9), denticulates (Fig. 12:10), end
scrapers (Fig. 12:11) as well as a truncated blade with a retouched back and retouched blades
and flakes.

The sites are typical of seasonal encampments, similar to those surveyed and excavated in
nearby sites (Fig. 2). The Flint distribution in Site 1 indicates three activity areas: (a) living
quarters where no knapping or use of flint tools took place (Rooms 110, 112); (b) the inner yard
of the enclosure that served as an animal pen, with little evidence of use of flint tools; (c) the
western unit in the southern enclosure (L104) that served as a knapping area, as evidenced by

the large quantities of flint debitage.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. The five sites.

Fig. 2. Location map and nearby MB I sites.

Plan 1. Site 1.

Fig. 3. Site 1, general view looking southwest.

Fig. 4. Site 1, Room 106, looking south.

Fig. 5. Site 1, Rooms 110 and 112, looking east.
Fig. 6. Site 1, distribution of flint tools and debitage.
Plan 2. Site 2, plan and section.

Plan 3. Site 3.

Fig. 7. Site 3, distribution of flint tools and debitage.
Plan 4. Site 5.

Fig. 8. Site 5, Room 501, looking west.

Fig. 9. Site 5, Burial Cell 502, looking northwest.
Fig. 10. Potery (1-8) and a stone bowl (9) from Site 1.
Fig. 11. Flint cores from Site 1.

Fig. 12. Flint tools from Site 1.



