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Fig. App. 1. Coins.

Faknaura: REMAINS FROM THE ROMAN AND EARLY BYZANTINE PERIODS

OREN ZINGBOYM, DINA AVSHALOM-GORNI AND SHMUEL BAR-LEV

Two salvage excavations were conducted at Fakhura in the Golan Heights (Figs. 1, 2): in 1972,
by the Antiquities Department (Plan 1: Area A; map ref. 264285/767491), and in 2005, by the
IAA (Plan 1: Area B; map ref. 264260/767450).

Area A (Plan 2), in the northern part of the site, yielded parts of two adjacent buildings (A, B)
built of dressed local basalt stones, with floors paved with small stones. Building A comprised
four rooms (1-4); only room 1 and the northeastern part of room 2 were fully excavated (Figs.
3-6). Similarly, only the northeastern corner of Building B was excavated (Figs. 7-10).

Area B (Plan 3) yielded part of a building (Rooms 1-3; Figs. 11-13), which seems to be
located at the eastern margin of the settlement. Its outer wall was built of large stones, whereas
its partition walls were built of small, dressed stones; its floors were paved with stone.

The pottery assemblage consists of two chronological groups (Table 1): 5 percent of the finds
are from the Early Roman period (mid-first century BCE to the end of the first century CE; Fig.
14), and 95% are from the Late Roman and early Byzantine periods (second—fourth centuries
CE; Fig. 15). All the vessels are of local production, suggesting that the settlement’s population
was Jewish. The vessels seem to have been produced in the Golan, and are similar to those
produced at Kefar Hananya, Shikhin, ‘Uza and Ahihud. This assemblage, with its affinities
with the cultural world of the Jewish Galilee, differs from the Gamla assemblage which bears

resemblance to the cultural realm of Judea.
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The pottery and coins (see Appendix) suggest that the site was destroyed in the mid-fourth
century CE, probably by an earthquake. Like other sites of the lower Golan that did not
survive the mid-fourth century crisis, the rural Jewish settlement at Fakhura did not include a

monumental synagogue.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map.

Plan 1. Location of excavation areas.

Fig. 2. Road cutting through the site, 1972, looking northwest; left—the center of the site.

Plan 2. Area A.

Fig. 3. Area A, Building A, floor in Room 1.

Fig. 4. Area A, Building A, drainage channel in Room 1.

Fig. 5. Area A, Building A, tomb in Room 2 (measuring rod to its left).

Fig. 6. Area A, Building A, stone trough.

Fig. 7. Area A, Building B, the northeastern corner.

Fig. 8. Area A, Building B, pavement.

Fig. 9. Area A, Building B, installation.

Fig. 10. Area A, Building B, remains of a tabun.

Plan 3. Area B, plan and section.

Fig. 11. Area B, Room 1, looking west.

Fig. 12. Area B, Room 1, olynthian grinding stone on a stone installation, looking west.

Fig. 13. Area B, Room 3, looking southwest.

Fig. 14. Early Roman-period pottery (all vessels are made of red clay with few small, black
tempers).

Fig. 15. Late Roman and early Byzantine-period pottery (all vessels are made of red clay with
few small, black tempers).

Table 1. Frequencies of vessel types (Area B).



