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HorBAT HANUT: BURIAL CAVES FROM THE ROMAN—BYZANTINE PERIODS

RapwaN BapHi AND ETAN AYALON

Three burial caves (1-3; map ref. 19865-70/68065—70; Figs. 1, 2) were discovered in July 1996 while
widening the entrance road to Kokhav Ya’ir and Zur Yig’al. The caves were hewn alongside each other in
the chalk rock on the southern fringes of Horbat Hanut, a site estimated as covering 40—-60 dunams. All
three are aligned on a northeast—southwest axis and have south-facing entrances. The north side of the
caves was damaged during the road-widening work.

The entrance to Cave 1 (Plan 1; Fig. 3) was blocked by a square stone. Two rock-hewn steps led from
the entrance to a trapezoidal burial chamber. A bone repository was hewn near the center of the chamber,
and eight burial kokhim—several of which were sealed with stone slabs—were cut in the chamber’s walls.
The kokhim contained the remains of 18 adult individuals and 16 children in what were either secondary
burials or disturbed primary burials. Most of the finds came from the chamber and the bone repository
(Table 1). The pottery assemblage (Figs. 4; 5:1-4; 6; 7:1, 2) was ascribed to two chronological periods,
one is the first or early-second century CE and the other is the second—fourth centuries CE. A warped base
of a juglet (waster; Fig. 4:21) may indicate that pottery was manufactured at the site. The finds included
three intact oil lamps, two whole oil lamps and 29 fragments belonging to at least 27 lamps (Table 2).
Most of the lamps are knife-pared (‘Herodian’ type), some are ‘Darom’-type lamps and a few fragments
belong to round Roman lamps. Other finds included bone fragments of pins, needles or cosmetic sticks

(Figs. 5:5; 7:3)—common artifacts in Roman—Byzantine-period burials; glass vessels (see Jackson-Tal
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2018: Fig. 1); a stone tool (hammer stone? sling stone? Fig. 5:6); and beads made of glass (40), faience
(1), carnelian (2) and chalcedon (1), as well as two glass pendants (see Dray 2018).

The entrance to Cave 2 (Plan 2; Fig. 8) was also sealed with a square stone. Three steps led down into
a square burial chamber. The chamber had a rectangular bone depository at its northern end and seven
hewn burial kokhim, several of which were sealed with stone slabs; the outline of an additional, unhewn
kokh was incised on the eastern wall. The remains of several adult individuals, two children and a fetus
were found in the soil fill in the chamber, in the bone depository and in the kokhim; these were either
secondary burials or disturbed primary burials. The chamber had apparently been disrupted, since similar
types of pottery vessels were found in different layers of fill, although the glass finds suggest otherwise
(see Jackson-Tal 2018: Figs. 2—4).

Most of the finds came from the chamber and the rest came from the kokhim (Table 3). The pottery
assemblage (Figs. 9:1-15; 10-13) attests to two chronological groups, one from the first or early second
century CE and possibly earlier, and a later one from the second—fourth centuries CE. The finds included
five intact oil lamps, one whole oil lamp and 28 fragments from at least 22 lamps (Table 4). One intact
knife-pared lamp (Fig. 12:1; Table 4:1) recovered from the bone repository probably determines the
earliest date at which the cave was used for burial. Also found were Roman lamps with intentionally
broken discuses and ‘regional’ lamps from the third—fourth centuries CE. The chamber also yielded a
fragment of a marble vessel (Fig. 9:16), possibly part of a square platter, and two coins, of Herod Agrippa
1 (41/42 CE) and Arcadius (383-395 CE).

Cave 3 (Plan 3) was only partially excavated. A front courtyard was hewn to its southwest (Fig. 14),
and steps led from the entrance (c. 0.55 m width and height) to a circular chamber. A bone depository was
hewn near the center of the chamber; to its northeast was a stone partition. Ten kokhim were hewn in the
cave walls; their openings were blocked with slabs or sealed with small stones. A sample probe in Kokh
307 produced the bones of two adult individuals and nine children.

The cave had been plundered and disturbed in antiquity, and most of the finds and bones were not in
situ (Table 5). Most of the pottery (Figs. 15, 16, 18, 19) was found in the chamber. Although several first-
century vessels were recovered, the majority of the assemblage dates from the Late Roman and Byzantine
periods—Ilater than the pottery from Caves 1 and 2. Among the finds in the cave were seven intact oil
lamps, four nearly complete lamps and 22 lamp fragments (Table 6). They included knife-pared lamps,
round lamps, ‘Darom’ lamps and a variety of Samaritan lamps: Sussman’s Type 2 (Fig. 16:4, 5; Table
6:9, 15), attributed to the third—fourth centuries CE; Sussman’s Type 3 (Fig. 16:6; Table 6:16), dated to
the fourth—sixth centuries; and two multi-nozzle lamps (Fig. 16:7, §; Table 6:10, 11) that are probably
from the fourth—sixth centuries CE. Also recovered were glass vessels (see Jackson-Tal 2018: Figs. 5—-11);

various metal artifacts (Figs. 17:1-17; 20:1-7) characteristic of burial assemblages from the Roman and
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Byzantine periods; two late-fifth — sixth centuries CE coins that were perforated (Figs. 17:18; 20:8); as
well as beads made of glass (3) and faience (1) and button-like objects (3; spindle whorls?) made of
steatite and glass (see Dray 2018).

Approximately 20 m west of Cave 3, the remains of an ashlar structure were documented (Plan 4). The
walls were constructed inside a large hewn pit. Its location near the cemetery, on the southern fringes of
the settlement, and its high-quality masonry suggest that it was a Roman- or Byzantine-period mausoleum.

The three burial caves are characteristic of the Second Temple and Roman periods. Burials began in
the three caves at about the same time—in the late first century BCE or the first century CE. During this
period, the community may have grown with the settlement expansion in the Sharon following Herod’s
founding of the cities of Caesarea and Antipatris and the construction of a main road connecting the
two cities. However, the caves were not abandoned at the same time: while the use of Cave 1 seems to
have ended in the third or fourth century CE and that of Cave 2 in the fourth century CE or later, Cave 3
continued to be used at least up to the mid-sixth century CE. The kokhim that were only outlined on the
cave walls or left partially hewn are evidence that the cave was initially planned for prolonged use, during
which the kokhim were planned to be gradually completed as required. Apart from the silver bracelet
found in Cave 3, the finds from the caves are very simple. Nevertheless, it is impossible to tell whether
this is a true reflection of the standard of living at the site, since Caves 2 and 3 were evidently robbed in
antiquity.

Some of the finds are indicative of a Jewish population: knife-pared lamps and ‘Darom’ lamps; broken
discuses on the round Roman lamps, which often bore pagan or erotic reliefs; the custom of depositing
bones; and the Agrippa I coin. This may explain the absence of Samaritan coffins in the caves, although
such coffins were common in Samaria and the northern Sharon, including at nearby sites, during the
second—third centuries CE. In the third century CE, Jews may still have been buried in these caves, as the
absence of Sussman’s Type 1 Samaritan lamps suggests, but the oil lamps, rings and amulets discovered
in Cave 3 indicate that at some point Samaritans replaced Jews here, as they are known to have done

elsewhere.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location Map A: Horbat Hanut and nearby excavations.

Fig. 2. Location Map B: Caves and installations south of Horbat Hanut.

Plan 1. Cave 1, plan and sections.

Fig. 3. Cave 1, entrance, steps and kokhim beside them; on left, stone slabs that sealed the kokhim, looking
south.

Fig. 4. Cave 1, pottery from the chamber (L100).
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Fig. 5. Cave 1, oil lamps and other finds from the chamber (L100, L101).
Fig. 6. Cave 1, pottery from the bone repository (L102).

Fig. 7. Cave 1, finds from the kokhim (L105, L106).

Plan 2. Cave 2, plan and section.

Fig. 8. Cave 2, entrance, steps and kokhim beside them, looking south.

Fig. 9. Cave 2, finds from the chamber (L200).

Fig. 10. Cave 2, pottery from the chamber (L201).

Fig. 11. Cave 2, pottery from the chamber (L202).

Fig. 12. Cave 2, oil lamps from the bone repository (L203).

Fig. 13. Cave 2, pottery from the kokhim (L204, L206-208).

Plan 3. Cave 3, plan and section.

Fig. 14. Cave 3, external view of courtyard and entrance, looking northeast.
Fig. 15. Cave 3, pottery from the chamber (L300).

Fig. 16. Cave 3, oil lamps from the chamber (L300).

Fig. 17. Cave 3, metal artifacts from the chamber (L300, L310).

Fig. 18. Cave 3, pottery from the kokhim (L301, L303, L306).

Fig. 19. Cave 3, oil lamps from the kokhim (L301-L303, L306).

Fig. 20. Cave 3, metal artifacts from the kokhim (L301, L305, L307-L309).

Plan 4. Mausoleum(?), schematic plan.



