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LEcio: THE MOLLUSK SHELLS

INBAR KTALAV

The excavation in Area B at Legio yielded forty handpicked shells without sifting. The shells
belong to five species of mollusk (Table 1). Three of the species are edible—Ostreola stentina,
Hexaplex trunculus, and Bolinus brandaris—and the shells were probably freshly collected
from the sea; the Bolinus brandaris species is considered a particularly fine delicacy. Evidence
of the consumption of these species has been found at other Roman—Byzantine-period sites.
The Glycymeris nummaria shells were found to bear traces of plaster or bonding material. They
were recovered from L30, where the top of a water channel was revealed, and seem to have
been incorporated in the channel’s construction material. The use of this species of mollusk for
building, often with a few shells from other species, is known in Israel from the Bronze Age

onward.



