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Jerusalem, Ha-Nevi’im Street: The Coins

Donald T. Ariel

One-hundred and eleven coins were uncovered in the 2007 and 2008 excavations on 25 Ha-Nevi’im 
Street in Jerusalem (see Sulimani 2020); forty-nine of these, all bronze, were identified (see catalogue 
below). The excavation uncovered architectural remains of the two main construction phases at the 
site, from the Byzantine and the Ottoman periods. 

A third of the identified coins (Nos. 1–16), however, antedate these dates, and clearly reflect 
activity in that part of Jerusalem from the second century BCE to the first century CE. Almost all 
of the ceramic and glass finds from the excavations seem to derive from fill material brought to the 
site, apparently from somewhere nearby, to level the area prior to construction and to form the floor 
beddings of a large Byzantine-period structure constructed at the site. This can explain the earlier 
finds. 

However, this is not the first excavation in the vicinity that produced relatively large numbers 
of coins of these centuries. An excavation on Monbaz Street, c. 100 m to the southwest of 25 Ha-

Fig. 1. Coins.
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Nevi’im Street, presents the same picture: “building remains from the Byzantine and late Ottoman 
periods, as well as small finds from the Second Temple (late second century BCE – first century 
CE)” (Sion and Rapuano 2018:1). In the 25 Ha-Nevi’im Street excavations, 15 coins dating from 
the Second Temple period (Nos. 1–15) were found, while at the Monbaz Street excavation 21 coins 
of this period—comprising half of the identified coins—were uncovered. At both sites the coins are 
evidence of an earlier occupation that left no architectural remains, and in both cases coins from the 
first century BCE were more numerous than coins from the first century CE (Ariel 2018). 

The earliest coin (No. 1) may relate to another phenomena that has been recently identified in 
sites in this part of the city and further to the northwest: accupation levels that date from the period of 
Antiochus VII’s siege of Jerusalem (Ariel, forthcoming). As for the bulk of the finds, which is later 
in date, one possibility is that it derives from some nearby Second Temple-period settlement outside 
the Jerusalem city walls. However, it is equally possible that the source of the debris is accumulations 
of garbage dumped out of the city from over the ‘Third Wall’—as that city wall and maybe even the 
Psephinus Tower along the wall seem to have been not far away (Avi-Yonah 1968:106). Dumping 
garbage over city walls was common in antiquity, and, centuries later, the debris would have been a 
ready source of constructional material.

Of the 27 Byzantine-period coins (Nos. 17–43), 22 come from contexts that are associated with the 
large, peristyle building. Two of these were found in walls or very near them: in W6 (No. 35) and W7 
(No. 40); the latter—a follis of Maurice (586/7 CE)—suggests that the building was constructed in 
the late sixth century CE at the very earliest. The rest of the coins were found either in the bedding of 
the courtyard’s floor or in the fills under the bedding and in the surrounding peristyles. These include 
several fifth–sixth century CE coins (Nos. 33, 34, 36–38) and a sixth-century CE cast imitation of 
an Alexandrian dodecanummia (No. 42); a very similar coin was found in a fill that abutted from 
the outside the foundation of the northern wall of the building (No. 43). These coins corroborate the 
late Byzantine-period date of the structure, a conclusion which arises from both the ceramic (see 
Sulimani 2020: Figs. 14–16) and the glass (see Winter 2020) finds uncovered in the excavation.

Three coins date from the time span between the Byzantine and the Ottoman periods of occupation 
at the site: a single coin from each of the Umayyad, Ayyūbid and Mamlūk dynasties (Nos. 44–46). 
Coin No. 46, a Mamlūk fals, is obviously intrusive, as it was found in the Byzantine floor makeup. 
The other two are unstratified.

Three Ottoman coins (Nos. 47–49) were not found in Areas B, C and E, where remains of the 
Ottoman building were uncovered, but rather, unexpectedly, in Area A.
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