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YAVNE-YAM AND ASHQELON:
MINIATURE VOTIVE ANCHORS

Enup GALILI AND BARUCH ROSEN

Marine surveys conducted at the Yavne-Yam anchorage and off the Ashqelon coast yielded eight
miniature lead anchors and a miniature anchor stock, also made of lead.

Two one-armed anchors (Fig. 3:1, 2) were recovered at the Yavne-Yam anchorage and both
had a stock affixed to them. Anchor 1 was recovered from Area C (map ref. 1712/6484) in the
northwest of the anchorage, where most of the vessels were anchored, approximately 170 m
from the shore (at a depth of 4 m). Anchor 2 was recovered from Area F (map ref. 1711/6480),
south of the anchorage and approximately 70 m from the shore (at a depth of 2.5 m). The
anchorage yielded the remains of archaecological assemblages from wrecked ships or objects lost
overboard from vessels mooring there.

Six miniature double-armed anchors (Fig. 3:3—8) were recovered off the Ashqelon coast, two
of which were broken (Fig. 3:7, 8); an anchor stock (Fig. 3:9) found near Anchor 6 (Fig. 4)
probably belongs to it. Apart from Anchor 8, which may have had a stock attached to it, the
double-armed anchors do not have a stock fixed to them. Anchors 3 and 4 were recovered from
Area A (map ref. 1588/6224), north of the site of Ashqelon Maioumas and about 100 m offshore
(at a depth of 3 m); Anchors 7 and 8 were found in Area B (map ref. 1566/6189), at the foot of
the southern part of Tel Ashgelon and 10-40 m offshore (in waters 1-2 m deep); Anchors 5 and
6 and the anchor stock (No. 9) were discovered in Area C (map ref. 1565/6188), approximately
300 m south of Tel Ashqelon and 100-120 m offshore (at a depth of 3.0-3.5 m). Since the
miniature anchors in Area B were found in shallow waters near the tell, they probably did not
originate in a shipwreck. They may have been deliberately cast into the sea from the shore, or
they may come from collapsed layers of the tell. In contrast, the anchors found in the northern

area—in waters 3 m deep—probably came from wrecked vessels.
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Some of the finds imitate real anchors, as their stocks are perpendicular to the anchor shank
and to the plane of the arms. These include Anchor 1, a one-armed anchor whose stock was cast
together with its shank, and Anchors 3—6, which have a stock hole in the upper part of the shank
(Fig. 4). In contrast, the stock of Anchor 2 was cast along the same alignment as the arms, a
position not found on real anchors. This anchor was found twisted and bent and the bottom of
the shank had been buckled after being cast. Anchor 4 was also distorted and its arms were bent
at an angle not seen in full-size anchors.

Working one-armed anchors are extremely rare, yet similar examples made of wood and
metal and dating from the Hellenistic and Roman periods have been found throughout the
Mediterranean and along the coast of Israel. Two-armed anchors have parallels in actual anchors
from the Roman and Byzantine periods. The miniature anchors appear to have been used as
part of a maritime cult connected with protecting the sea voyage, the ship and the sailors. In
some cases, parts of the anchor seem to have been deliberately omitted when casting, thus
symbolically damaging the anchor. Other anchors were cast complete, but seem to have had
parts broken off or damaged before they were thrown into the sea as part of a symbolic act. The
distribution of the miniature anchors shows that cult rituals involving miniature lead models of

anchors were common in the Mediterranean and in the Black Sea.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map showing the find spots of the miniature anchors at the Yavne-Yam
anchorage.

Fig. 2. Location map showing the find spots of the miniature anchors at Ashgelon.

Fig. 3. Miniature anchors.

Fig. 4. Anchor 6 with Stock 9.



