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JERUSALEM, THE OLD CiTY: REMAINS OF A ROMAN-PERIOD PAVEMENT
NEAR DaMascus GATE

ZUBAIR ‘ADAWI

In May 2013, a salvage excavation was conducted within a building on 20 Damascus Gate Street in the
Muslim Quarter of the Old City of Jerusalem, approximately 40 m north of Damascus Gate (map ref.
22193-4/63206-7; Fig. 1, 2). The entrance to the building (Plan 1) is through a small and open courtyard
(C), which led into an elongated east—west hall with a vaulted ceiling (A; Fig. 3). Hall A ends in a room
(B; Plan 2; Fig. 4). The walls of Room B were built of small and medium-sized stones bonded with gray
mortar but were thickened with concrete walls that narrowed the room.

The excavation took place in Room B (Fig. 5). At a depth of 1.3 m, a pavement (L104; Figs. 5-8)

comprising large, heavily worn stone slabs (at least 1.1 x 1.1 m, 0.27 m thick) was uncovered. The pavers
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were set along an east-northeast—west-southwest alignment, perpendicular to the modern-day street
running southward from Damascus gate. In a probe under the stone paving (L107; Fig. 8), a drainage
channel could be discerned, but no indicative pottery was found. Three iron nails (Fig. 11:1-3), a gold
item (Fig. 11:4) and six coins (late first century BC — fifteenth century CE) were found on or between the
paving stones.

A well-built wall (W1; Figs. 5, 6, 9) was constructed along a northwest—southeast axis on the pavement
in the eastern part of the excavation. The pavement in the western part of the excavation was covered
with collapsed stones (W150; Fig. 5) that continued westward, under the western wall of Room B. Soil
accumulations (L101-L103, L105, L110, L111) were found beside the collapse and up to W1, as well as
to the east of W1; these were largely disturbed due to renovation work undertaken in the room prior to the
excavation. Most of the ceramic assemblage, which dates largely from the Mamluk and Ottoman periods
(see Dolinka 2021), was recovered from these accumulations. The excavation also uncovered roof-tile
fragments (Fig. 10:1-4); a few glass vessels (not drawn); and a marble slab (Fig. 10:5), possibly a floor
or wall tile.

The uncovered paving stones resemble in size and form those of the Roman-period Damascus Gate
plaza and street segments previously uncovered in the vicinity, one of which was found 15-20 m to the
north-east (see Appendix 1: Figs. A—C). Nevertheless, although scholars agree that the current street plan
near Damascus Gate largely retains the street plan of the Roman—Byzantine city, the extent of the gate
plaza remains unknown. It is thus unclear whether the paving stones belonged to the gate plaza or to one
of'the streets running southward from the plaza. The stones resemble in size and form those of the Roman-
period Damascus-gate plaza and street segments previously uncovered in the vicinity, one of which was
found 15-20 m to the northeast (see Appendix 1: Figs. A—C). The worn state of the paving stones suggests
that they belonged to a street. However, they lack the parallel grooves found in the nearby Roman-period
street paving featured in Appendix 1, suggesting that they probably belonged to the plaza.

The date of the paving remains unclear as well, as none of the finds help in dating it. However, one of
the uncovered coins—an autonomous coin minted in Ashqgelon in the later part of the first century BCE,
which remained in circulation until the second century CE—may suggest that the paving was part of
the building project of Aelia Capitolina. It seems that the paving continued in use during the Byzantine
period, and possibly into the Early Islamic period and even later, as suggested by the period of time
represented in the coin assemblage. The collapsed stones may be attributed to one of the earthquakes that
occurred during the Middle Ages, possibly the quake of 1033 CE, which caused considerable damage in
Jerusalem. The well-built wall was apparently constructed between the Byzantine or the Early Islamic
period and the Mamluk period, and the later building in which the excavation took place most probably

dates from the Ottoman period.
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CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map.

Fig. 2. Aerial photo of Damascus Gate and its vicinity.

Plan 1. The building, plan.

Fig. 3. Hall A, looking west.

Fig. 4. The excavation area in Room B, looking northeast.

Plan 2. Room B, plan and sections.

Fig. 5. Pavement 104 and Wall 1, looking southwest.

Fig. 6. Pavement 104 and Wall 1, looking northeast.

Fig. 7. Two fully uncovered stone slabs, looking northwest.

Fig. 8. A probe (L107) under the westernmost stone slab, looking northeast.
Fig. 9. Wall 1 set on Pavement 104, looking north.

Fig. 10. Roof tiles (1-4) and a marble slab (5).

Fig. 11. Metal items.

Appendix 1. Fig. A. The pavement, looking north.

Appendix 1. Fig. B. The entrance to the northern structure, looking east.
Appendix 1. Fig. C. The entrance to the southern structure, looking east.

Appendix 1. Fig. D. One of the rooms of the structure during the excavation, looking west.
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