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RaMAaT BET SHEMESH, KHIRBAT SHUMEILA (SOUTHEAST): A REFUGE COMPLEX AND
OTHER REMAINS FROM THE EARLY ROMAN, BYZANTINE AND OTTOMAN PERIODS

OMER SHALEV

In March and June 2015, two excavation seasons were conducted prior the construction of Neighborhood
C2 in the southern part of Ramat Bet Shemesh, in the northern Shefelah. The site lies on a hill southwest
of Khirbat Shumeila and north of Horbat Bet Natif (map ref. 199538/623220; Fig. 1). Hewn installations
and a subterranean refuse complex were excavated, cleaned and documented at the site (Plans 1, 2; Fig.
2).

Two phases were ascribed to the Second Temple period. The first (probably from the first century BCE
to the first century CE) comprises a hewn winepress (‘lower winepress’; Fig. 3; L109, L112, L115, L116,
L128, L130). A bell-shaped cistern (L114; Fig. 3) and a migveh (ritual bath) were hewn during the second
phase, cancelling the winepress. Two steps (L106; Fig. 4) led down to a landing (L107), from which
one descended into the migveh’s immersion pool (L134; Fig. 6) after making a ninety-degree turn. Two
blocked openings discerned in the rock wall above Landing 107, to its west, may have led to another
subterranean cavity that was in use along with the migveh (Fig. 5).

The subterranean refuse complex was hewn during the Bar Kokhba Revolt. It comprises three cavities
(A—C; Figs. 8-11) and several narrow tunnels; one of the tunnels connected the refuse complex with
the Cistern 114 (Fig. 7). The meager pottery found in the refuge complex, a few dead-end tunnels and
quarrying debris found in Cavity C, all suggest that the complex was abandoned before it was completed,
and possibly was never in use. Its plan belongs to the Family type of refuge complexes with a cistern, but
neither a settlement nor any nearby dwelling could be attributed to the users of the complex, except for
the migveh.

The Byzantine period saw the instalment of a second winepress (‘upper winepress’; L118-L121; Fig.
12) above the roof of the migveh. The winepress has no stratigraphic relation to any of the other remains
at the site, but the remains of a mosaic floor uncovered in the past in its treading floor point to this date.
Byzantine-period storage vessels (not drawn) were found within the migveh, indicating that it was used
during this period, most probably for storing the produce from the winepress.

Reuse of the migveh during the Islamic periods—Umayyad through the Ottoman periods—is evidenced
by pottery sherds of these periods found above an earthen floor (L125) found within the installation. A
cave (L105) with a large front courtyard (L123) seem to have been hewn during the Ottoman period; two
walls (W103, W110) enclose the courtyard. Cistern 114 was also reused during this period, and a second

cistern was hewn (L172).
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The archaeological sequence at the site is disturbed, no clean loci were preserved and the ceramic finds
are meager. Nevertheless, pottery sherds found above the floor of the migveh (Fig. 13:2, 3) were dated
to the first-second centuries CE; all the pottery vessels in Fig. 13 have parallels that were found mostly
in post-Second Temple period contexts and in other refuge complexes from the time of the Bar Kokhva
Revolt. Numerous jar fragments were uncovered in the fills attribute to the Byzantine period (not drawn),
including inside the migveh, which was reused during this period. The jugs in Fig. 14 are dated to the
Islamic periods; some were found on Floor 125 within the migveh (Fig. 14:1, 2), indicating the reuse
during this period.

Although the excavation was small in scale, it adds information to the study of refuse complexes in
the northern Judean hill country, and in particular in the area of Bet Natif, whose history during the Bar
Kokhba Revolt is barely known.

CAPTIONS TO ILLUSTRATIONS

Fig. 1. Location map and sites mentioned in the article.

Plan 1. Schematic plan of the remains at the site.

Fig. 2. General view of the excavated area, looking northwest.

Plan 2. The remains at the site, plan and sections.

Fig. 3. The lower winepress and Cistern 114, which cancels it, looking northeast.

Fig. 4. Steps 106 leading into the migveh and the upper winepress (L118), looking southwest.

Fig. 5. The rock wall above and to the northwest of Steps 106 and Landing 107 and the blocked openings,
looking northwest.

Fig. 6. Immersion Pool 134 and the breach cancelling it caused by Tunnel 1a, looking southeast.

Fig. 7. Tunnel 1a (L133), which connected the refuge complex with Cistern 114, looking east.

Fig. 8. Cavity A and the pillar left in place to support the roof, looking west.

Fig. 9. A modern breach (L150) into Cavity A, looking southwest.

Fig. 10. Cavity B (L144), a tunnel (L143) and an additional narrow opening (L147), looking northeast.
Fig. 11. Cavity C filled with quarrying debris (L165), looking southwest; at the end of the cavity is Tunnel
Ic.

Fig. 12. The upper winepress, looking northwest.

Fig. 13. Pottery from the Early Roman period (first-second centuries CE).

Fig. 14. Jugs from the Islamic periods.
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