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TEL IrsHAR (EAsT): THE COINS

GABRIELA BIJovsky

Two hundred and four bronze coins were discovered during the excavations at Tel Ifshar (Yannai
2021).! One hundred and forty-four were unidentifiable, and one is modern. This assemblage includes
two small hoards or deposits (Hoards A and B), both comprising bronze coins struck in Caesarea and
dating from the reign of Severus Alexander (222-235 CE). The contents of the hoards are similar and
homogeneous; their deposition seems to have been contemporary.

The numismatic evidence of the isolated coins is continuous from the third century CE to the
end of the sixth century CE (Nos. 5-46). Four coins are earlier (Nos. 1-4): a coin of the Roman
Procurators in Judaea (6-12 CE); a prutah of Agrippa I from 41/42 CE; a worn Roman Provincial
coin bearing a rectangular countermark, which is roughly dated to the period between the two Jewish
revolts (67—70 CE to 132—136 CE); and a coin of the Roman Administration in Judaea from the reign
of Domitian, dated to 93 CE. These early coins may have arrived at the site much later than their date
of issue.

Of the nine isolated Roman Provincial coins (Nos. 3-9, 11, 12), five were struck in Caesarea
(Nos. 4-6, 8, 9). Of special interest is No. 8, depicting on the reverse a galley with the legend ‘Portus
Augusti’ above it. This type of coin was minted only under Trajan Decius (249-251 CE), and it
illustrates the last commemoration of Sebastos, the ancient harbor of Caesarea (Hohlfelder 1992:78;
Barag 1996:613-614). Another coin which merits special attention is No. 7, from the reign of Philip
Junior (247-249 CE), minted in Neapolis. The type—‘emperor riding’—is well known; however,
our specimen depicts the figure facing left, and this seems to be an unpublished variant.

The dominance of Roman Provincial coins from Caesarea is strengthened by the evidence from
the two small hoards: all the coins were minted in Caesarea, the capital of the province of Judaea,
later called Syria Palaestina. The high incidence of coins from Caesarea is easily explained by Tel

The coins were cleaned at the IAA laboratories under the direction of Ella Altmark and were photographed by Sando
Mandraea. The article was editied by Smadar Gabrieli.

Another specimen with the emperor raiding to the left appears in Electronic Auction 357, Lot 328 from August 12, 2015
of the Classical Numismatic Group (CNG). My thanks to Lior Sandberg from the IAA Coin Department, who provided
me with this information.
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Ifshar’s proximity to the city. This demonstrates that during the Roman Provincial period coins
circulated primarily in the vicinity of the mint.

Hoard A (L546, B4131) comprises nine coins. Seven of these belong to the most common type of
Severus Alexander ‘eagle supporting wreath’ (Nos. B1-B7). The hoard is related to the earliest phase
of the building (phase IV), discovered under Floor 546 in the northwestern end of the east wing. It
thus points to 222235 CE as the terminus post quem for the construction of the building.

Hoard B (L457, B1818) comprises six coins. Four are of the same type cited above, minted in
Caesarea; the other two were unidentifiable. Unfortunately, the hoard comes from a disturbed locus
outside the structure. The circumstances leading to the deposition of the two hoards remain uncertain.

Most of the identifiable Byzantine coins (Nos. 37—46) bear dates. The fourth- and fifth-century
coins are quite conventional and do not deserve any special discussion; nevertheless, a large module
follis of Justinian I minted in Cyzicus and dating from 539/540 (No. 40) is worthy of mention. The
latest coin (No. 43) is a follis of Maurice Tiberius, struck in Antioch in 593/594 CE; it thus seems that
the site was abandoned before the Persian conquest of 614 CE.

REFERENCES

AJC:Y. Meshorer. Ancient Jewish Coinage (2 vols.). Dix Hills, N.Y. 1982.

Barag D. 1996. The Legal and Administrative Status of the Port of Sebastos during the Early Roman Period.
In A. Raban and K.G. Holum eds. Caesarea Maritima: A Retrospective after Two Millennia (Documenta et
monumenta orientis antiqui XXI). Leiden—New York—K&In. Pp. 609-614.

DOC 1: AR. Bellinger. Catalogue of the Byzantine Coins in the Dumbarton Oaks Collection and in the
Whittemore Collection 1: Anastasius I to Maurice 491-602. Washington, D.C. 1966.

Hohlfelder R.L. 1992. The Changing Fortunes of Caesarea’s Harbours in the Roman Period. In R.L. Vann ed.
Caesarea Papers, Straton’s Tower, Herod's Harbour, and Roman and Byzantine Caesarea. (JRA Suppl. S. 5).
Ann Arbor. Pp. 75-78.

Kadman L. 1957. The Coins of Caesarea Maritima (Corpus Nummorum Palaestinensium II). Jerusalem.

LRBC I: P.V. Hill and J.P.C. Kent. The Bronze Coinage of the House of Constantine, A.D. 324-346. In Late
Roman Bronze Coinage A.D. 324—498. London 1965. Pp. 4-40.

LRBCII: R.A.G. Carson and J.P.C. Kent. Bronze Roman Imperial Coinage of the Later Empire, A.D. 346—498.
In Late Roman Bronze Coinage A.D. 324—498. London 1965. Pp. 41-114.

RICTV/II: H. Mattingly, E.A. Sydenham and C.H.V. Sutherland. The Roman Imperial Coinage 1V, I11: Gordian
11I-Uranius Antoninus. London 1949.

RIC V/II: P.H. Webb. The Roman Imperial Coinage V, 11. London 1933.

RIC VII: PM. Bruun. The Roman Imperial Coinage VII: Constantine and Licinius A.D. 313-337. London
1966.

Yannai E. 2021. Tel Ifshar (East): Remains of Industrial Buildings from the Roman and Byzantine Periods.
HA-ESI 133 (Dec. 30). http://www.hadashot-esi.org.il/Report Detail Eng.aspx?id=26101&mag_id=133
(accessed Dec. 30, 2021).



THE CoINS

TEL IFSHAR (EAst)

Isolated coins.

.1

Fig



GABRIELA Briovsky

Fig. 2. Hoard A.

Fig. 3. Hoard B.
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HoarDp A (Locus 546, REG. No. 4131; Fig. 2)

CATALOGUE (cont.)

No. | Weight = diam. Obverse Reverse Mint Reference 1AA
(2) (mm) No.
Severus Alexander (222-235)
Al* | 8.60 23 [IMP CAE SEV CIFAF C CAES Caesarea | Kadman 65676
ALEXANDER] METROPOLIS 1957:116, No.
Bust r., laureate, Eagle supporting 96 (but bust seen
cuirassed and draped wreath: SPQR from back)
A2* | 8.44 18 Same CIFAF C CAES Same Kadman 65678
METROI[POLIS] 1957:116, No.
Same 100
A3* | 5.68 18 Same Same Same 65679
A4* 1931 21 Same [CIFAF C CAES Same Kadman 65681
METROP]OLIS 1957:116, No. 97
Same
AS5* 1 9.90 20 x 22 Same Same Same 65682
A6* | 10.92 19 x 20 Same Same Same 65683
AT* | 6.37 18 IM C SEV [CIF AFC CAJES Kadman 65684
ALEXANDER METROPOLI[S] 1957:116, No.
Same Same 96 (but half
denomination)
A8* | 9.47 23 Same [COL | F AVG FC] Same Kadman 65677
CAESA 1957:116, No. 92
Rome Nikephoros
seated 1. on throne; in
ex.: [MET]ROP
A9*  6.11 18 Same [C1FAVG CAESA...] @ Same Kadman 65680
Bust of Serapis r. 1957:114, No. 89
Hoarp B (Locus 457, Reg. No. 1818; Fig. 3)
No. | Weight = diam. Obverse Reverse Mint Reference TAA No.
(g (mm)
Severus Alexander (222-235)
B1* | 10.02 21 IMP CAE[SEV CIFAF C CAES Caesarea | Kadman 65658
ALEXANDER] METROPOLIS 1957:116, No. 96
Bust r., laureate, Eagle supporting
cuirassed and draped wreath: SPQR
B2* | 10.01 20 Same Same Same Kadman 65659
1957:116, No. 98
B3* | 11.58 20 Same Same Same Kadman 65660
1957:116, No. 96
B4* | 10.78 22 Same Same Same 65661




	_Hlk42182732
	Tel Ifshar (East): The Coins
	References


